
Annual General Meeting 
6 February 2019



Welcome

Andrew Langley, Chair Nenescape Partnership Board

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IntroductionsWhat is NenescapeThe Nenescape themesThe volunteer experienceBreakProject presentationsLunch



What is the 
Nenescape Landscape 
Partnership Scheme?

Amanda Johnson, Nenescape Project Delivery Manager



The LPS programme is for schemes led by partnerships of local, regional and 
national interests which aim to conserve areas of distinctive landscape character 
throughout the UK

What is a Landscape Partnership Scheme (LPS)

‘Landscape Partnerships were developed so that conservation could be delivered on 
a truly landscape scale. With so many habitats and species in decline and people 
becoming less and less connected to nature and the land, the programme was the 
first of its kind to allow conservationists to work at a cross-landscape scale.’

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Landscape Partnership schemes is a Heritage Lottery Funded (now National Lottery Heritage Fund [NLHF]) initiative and has run for approximately 15 years.  Funding varied between £1-3million and funds between 50-80% of a scheme. There have been around 120 across the UKThe last LPS awards were given in November 18 and several new funding streams are now being offered by NLHF



The Nenescape story

• 2012-2014 Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (NIA) 
• 2016 – Nenescape successful at round 1 LPS 
• 2016-2017 – Nenescape Development Phase
• 2017 – Nenescape successful at round 2
• October 2017 – launch of 5 year delivery scheme

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Nene Valley is one of 12 NIAs that were selected through a national government competition and was established in 2012.The collaborative work was so successful that the then partnership, investigated opportunities with the LPS schemeThe Nene Valley Landscape partnership scheme bid took about 5 years of committed partnership working to get to where we are nowThe word Nenescape was created to represent the scheme because the bid demanded a title that was unique to the scheme. Following many working titles, Nenescape was adopted.  Although many on the partnership where unsure in the beginning whether the name was right, but now happily it feels so familiar and natural to use.  Like its part of the local vocabulary.  It’s a term that has already been shared with 1000s of people across the Nene Valley and hopefully will continue to be associated with positive outcomes.



Our vision is of a healthy and resilient River Nene, where the local wildlife prospers 
alongside agricultural and recreational activities. It is a place where industrial, cultural 
and archaeological legacies are shared and valued by those living and working along the 
Nene Valley, and opportunities to learn more and develop skills to manage the heritage 
and the local environment, are accessible and plenty. 

The Nenescape vision

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We hope that you share the values we feel are so important.Aim To understand and promote the identity of the Nene Valley and explore how past industries and peoples have shaped the landscape. To bring communities together, developing their skills to respond to current and future pressures through the interpretation and restoration of heritage and habitats.



Nenescape project boundary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The red line represents the Nenescape scheme boundary



How does Nenescape work?

Secure the 
Future

Explore the 
Now

Listen to the 
Past

Partnership Board
(Strategic)

Delivery Steering Group
(operational)

Delivery Partners

Wider Partnership
(Shared vision)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We use the word partner a lot!Although we are funded by Heritage Lottery, the money is retrospective.  So the goodwill and commitment of our delivery partners is the backbone the success of the projects. Our Delivery Steering group (DSG) theme representatives explain more about the themes and the projects that sit within them in the next slides.



Nenescape Themes

Listen to the Past – Alyson Allfree

Explore the Now – Karen Williams

Secure the Future – Matt Johnson



Alyson Allfree 
Rockingham Forest Trust 

• Community heritage projects over many years

• Stanwick Lakes lies in the middle of the Nene Valley

• Opportunity to be part of a Landscape Partnership        
project 
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Introduction 



Listen to the Past 

• Explore, recreate and celebrate journeys 
made by people as they travelled, settled and 
traded along the Nene valley over the last 
5,000 years 

• Create opportunities for people to learn 
about local traditions and skills 

• Document and interpret important heritage 
sites along the Nene Valley, from Ice Age to 
Digital Age 



Listen to the Past

• Settlers of the Nene Valley 
• Walking in time 
• Ice Age to Digital Age - Interpretation and research 

- Nene Journey 
- Nenescape on Film

• Community Grant



Settlers of the Nene Valley

• Exploring 5,000 years of settlement 
in the Nene Valley

• From the Neolithic to the medieval
• The journeys settlers made,

how they lived, what we can 
learn from them



Settlers of the Nene Valley

• Community events, schools activities, traditional skills opportunities
• Showcase projects – Ancestral Barn, Ancestral Garden, Iron-Age 

roundhouse

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Being delivered by Rockingham Forest Trust – Stanwick Lakes



Walking in time

• Construction of a new boardwalk through Bluebell woods at 
Ferry Meadows Country Park, completing a accessible trail 
along the river and new wetland wildlife sites. 

•
The old station Masters Garden at Castor will be renovated 
for community use.

• Heritage audit of the Nene Park estate has been completed 
and informing new interpretation and heritage trails around 
the Nene Park Trust estate.

• Research and publication of the excavated archaeology 
along the lower Nene Valley will be completed through this 
project

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Being delivered by Nene Park Trust – Ferry Meadows, Peterborough 



Community Heritage Grant 

Kim-Marina “its lovely to see something you 
played a role in awarding, actually happen”

Photo: Ann and Kim-Marina, two Nenescape 
Task Force volunteers who were part of the 

grant panel that awarded this project.

The ‘Stories of the Nene Valley’ Community 
Heritage Grant is designed to promote, protect 
and improve access to hidden or less recognised 
heritage from the Nene Valley landscape and 
community

Round 3 will be launched at the end of March 
2019. Details we be published on our website 
and in our Nenescape online Newsletter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Managed by the Nenescape core team and a volunteer led grant panel



Ice Age to Digital Age – Film, music, historic 
research and community engagement

Creating opportunities for 
residents of the Nene Valley to 
engage with local heritage through 
a series of creative and interactive 
experiences.

Image – Nene Concert, 
Peterborough Cathedral, NMPAT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ice Age to Digital Age includes 5 projects aimed at engaging residents and visitors with Heritage in the Nene Valley.  Three of these sit within the Listen to the Past theme: Nene Journey, Nenescape on Film and Historic Research and community engagement – visit the Nenescape.org project pages to find out more



Explore The Now
Encouraging exploration and increasing knowledge 
of the natural and built heritage, this theme aims 
to promote the Nene Valley as a visitor 
destination.

Nene Valley Festival - annual week-long collection 
of events.
Out to Water, Into History - promoting and 
connecting Greenway between Rushden Lakes and 
the town.
Enabling Access from Waterway to Land -
improving information and access to and from 
river.

Image

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Nene Valley Festival 2019 will take place between 14 – 22 September 2019.  The festival week will feature family fund day launch event on Saturday 14 September in Peterborough Market Square and a Heritage re-enactment day event at Stanwick Lakes on Sunday 22 September as a finale event.  There will a spectacular choice of other free events taking place along the valley throughout the 9 day festival.  Visit nenevalley.org to keep up to date.



Explore The Now
Encouraging exploration and increasing knowledge 
of the natural and built heritage, this theme aims 
to promote the Nene Valley as a visitor 
destination.

Ice Age to Digital Age– Artcodes along the Nene 
(University of Nottingham with creative digital 
engagement).
Ice Age to Digital Age – Extracts from a Changing 

Landscape (creative mental wellbeing project). 

Image



Theme title…Secure the Future

Matt Johnson, Wildlife Trust BCN



Secure the Future
Theme objective …
• Repair and restore wildflower meadows, wetlands and 
aquatic habitats
• Improve opportunities for staff and volunteers to 
develop their skills in heritage and landscape management
• Create apprenticeship opportunities in heritage 
conservation
• To increase awareness of English Angling rules and 
improve relationships between Anglers
• To provide opportunities for different communities living 
and working along the Nene Valley to create positive 
relationships 

Image



• Building Bridges
• Resilient River
• Farming for the Future
• Access for All
• Investing in Skills
• Volunteer Task force



Building Bridges
An engagement programme, which improves relationships between 
English and non-English anglers, raises awareness of fishing in the Nene 
and the regulations that support it 

• 4 Schools
• 5 coaching events
• 16 clubs
• 7 competitions
• Volunteer Baliffs
• Multilingual signs
• 1000+ participants



Resilient Rivers

A series of backwater and back channel restoration projects that will 
improve the habitat conditions for aquatic wildlife along the River Nene

• 1.76km of Backchannels & Backwaters 
restored

• 4 Sites  (Barnwell Country Park, 
Whitemills, Elton & Stanwick)

• Gravel Introduction, Hinging & pinning, 
tree planting, fencing, re-grading the 
bank, de-silting & formalising a ford



Farming for the Future

A third party grant and training opportunities for farmers and 
landowners to restore wildflower meadows and wetland habitats, and 
improve land management practices

• One Flagship Scheme completed “ Bringing 
Nature closer”

• Two SSSIs restored
• 5 grants awarded
• 25 potential projects being worked up
• 11 farmers on film 





Access for All

A visitor and access management plan that will support management 
of the Nene Valley's wildlife and heritage

• One Internship
• Bird disturbance 

studies
• Base mapping for 

accessible green space 
and wildlife area



Volunteer Taskforce Investing in Skills

A volunteer task force 
that will support the 
Nenescape projects 
and opportunities for 
people to get involved 
with the activities and 
training

Nenescape staff, 
volunteers and students 
will have access to new 
training opportunities 
that will support heritage 
and environmental 
management



Year 1 - Finance

Andrew Langley – Chair Nenescape Partnership Board 



Ice Age to Digital Age
Interpretation and Community Engagement

Alison Cross – Nenescape Interpretation and 
Community Engagement Officer



‘Nen’ or ‘Neen’?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction to Nenescape’s community engagement activities by Alison Cross, Interpretation and Community Engagement officer



5 active projects

…and one to come

Interpretation 
(including ‘900 

Voices’)

Volunteering
Artcodes Along 

the Nene

Nene Journey 
music

Nenescape 
on Film

Extracts of a 
Changing Landscape



Interpretation and ‘900 Voices of the Nene’



Nene Journey



Nenescape on Film

Nene



Artcodes Along the Nene



Extracts of a Changing Landscape

+ =



Volunteering

Historical
research

Public 
engagement

Outdoor 
conservation



The Volunteer experience

Jane Wadlow – Nenescape Task Force volunteer

Kate Smith – Nenescape Task Force volunteer

Neil Busby – Settlers of the Nene volunteer

Helen Norman – Settlers of the Nene volunteer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jane Wadlow provided a wonderful presentation about her experience as a historic research volunteer with the Nenescape team and the value of the Portable Antiquity training provided through Nenescape by the PAS (Portable Antiquities Service): http://nenescape.org/volunteeringKate Smith talked about her experiences supporting Nenescape activities, her studies at the University of Northampton in fine arts and how she has applied micro-environments into her work.  see separate presentation and Kates blog: http://nenescape.org/katesblogNeil Busby spoke about his experience volunteering for Stanwick Lakes past project; Trading Places, and his current role supporting the communications and heritage interpretation on the Nenescape Settlers of the Nene project: https://www.stanwicklakes.org.uk/heritage/settlers-nene-valley/ Helen talked about her experience working as a volunteer and as a member of staff with the Settlers of the Nene project and provided examples of ‘Willow and Stan’ characters which have been created for the project interpretaion.: https://twitter.com/NeneSettlers/status/1035475496375672832
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