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Overview 

 
This document has been brought together by the Nenescape Landscape Partnership team, in partnership 
with River Nene Regional Park, Natural England, the Wildlife Trust and East Northamptonshire Council. Its 
primary purpose is to show the understanding of the connection of communities local to the LPS and their 
landscape. This holistic overview covers the people themselves, who they are and what they know of the 
river valley, but also what stops them from enjoying it or brings them to get involved in looking after it. 
Included in this is an assessment of major natural heritage sites within or close to the project area and 
their sensitivity, which, with further research and investigation, will lead to an access and zonation plan 
being developed and introduced during the delivery phase of the LPS. 
 
This is predominantly a desktop study, which aims to collate relevant strategies, policies, guidance and 
research, including those from local authorities, governmental bodies and universities. Information has 
been gleaned from previous consultations and visitor studies, and supplemented with the Nenescape 
team’s own community engagement work and that done in partnership with other organisations to inform 
individual projects. Although every attempt has been made to ensure the document is as comprehensive 
as possible, it is understood that there is potential for further investigation into the ways people use the 
river corridor and how this understanding might be embedded into organisations involved in promoting and 
protecting it. This study will provide the basis from which further community engagement and research can 
be planned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose and aims 

 

 Define Nenescape’s audiences and their levels of engagement and outline the approach Nenescape is 

taking to developing each audience’s engagement 

 Explore visitors’ reasons for coming to the area and understand what local residents value and wish to 

improve in the area 

 Map the heritage throughout the Nenescape area, associated facilities and sensitivity of habitats and 

wildlife to inform the creation of a future access and zonation strategy which will guide visitor management 

 Understand the volunteering activity that is happening in heritage and environmental organisations in the 

area and find opportunities to develop it 

 Summarise activity promoting the Nenescape area as a tourism destination 

 Inform detailed planning work to be carried out in Years 1 and 2 to create an access and zonation strategy 

and act as a baseline study for evaluating future work 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Audience, Access and Zonation Study Nenescape Landscape Partnership Scheme 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive summary 
 

This study brings together an analysis of audiences and their engagement with the landscape, an audit of 

natural heritage sites and an overview of local tourism in order to inform activities in the delivery phase 

and the planning of an access and zonation strategy. The main findings from this study have identified the 

audience groups with whom this project will engage and how, including migrant communities, young 

families and active user groups. Although the area is reasonably well-used as a greenspace in terms of 

walking, boating and angling, many visitors miss the built heritage aspects of the landscape, mainly due to 

a lack of information and signposting. 

Access is a major part of this study and due to its importance for this landscape, it must be carefully 

managed through a zonation study to identify and match activities with suitable parts of the river corridor. 

In working to manage the way people get into and around the landscape, further research, survey work 

and consultation must take place to ensure that any solutions are sustainable. 

There is a huge potential to diversify the active volunteering workforce in this area, by involving more 

young people, those from ethnic minority backgrounds and more people with disabilities. Several 

organisations are looking for more volunteers and train them using external organisations, so there is 

good opportunity to support them. 

Partnership working is becoming more common in the area and several organisations are working 

together in this way to achieve outcomes for nature and heritage. The Landscape Partnership Scheme will 

seek to continue and develop relationships with them throughout the project. 

Included at the end of this study is a short series of recommendations based around the five themes, 

which should provide a point from which planning for the access and zonation strategy can start. 
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1 Audience 
 

 1.1 Who lives in and around the Nenescape boundary? 
 

The boundary of the Nenescape LPS extends along the river corridor from a few miles west of 
Northampton to the eastern outskirts of Peterborough. Between these large settlements lie 
Wellingborough, Rushden, Raunds, Thrapston and Oundle on either side of the river (see map of 
Nenescape boundary). 
 

Many new communities exist in the area, as shown by the population growth information in the table 
below. (Population figures are given to the nearest hundred and approximate change is calculated from 
these figures.) The UK average population growth between the 2001 and 2011 censuses was around 7%, 
and the approximate population increase in towns along the Nenescape boundary was 12%. 
Approximately 1.1million people live within 20km of the river (see Appendix 2 Map of 20km buffer zone 
around River Nene), between Northampton (Sixfields Lake) to Peterborough (Dog in a Doublet lock).  
 
Table 1 Population changes in local authorities along the River Nene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The population in and around the Nenescape LPS boundary (see Appendix 1 Nenescape boundary map) 
has a wide mix of socio-economic status. Here, we look at the population living in the area as a whole (as 
defined on Page 1 of Appendix 3 Local Health report: Nenescape populations), and will later investigate 
particular areas’ characteristics. 
 
According to the Public Health Report, the split of age groups is very much in line with the average for the 
rest of England and on average its communities have significantly lower child development levels at age 5 
and significantly lower GCSE attainment, although levels of low birth weights and unemployment 
(including long-term unemployment) are average or better. The Nenescape area, like many parts of the 
country, has an ageing population and this should be taken into account when community activities are 
being planned. 
 
The ethnicity of the population is interesting in that although the black and minority ethnic population is 
proportionally average, there is a higher than average proportion of people whose ethnicity is not ‘white, 
UK’ and nearly twice the proportion of people than average who cannot speak English well or at all. One 
project works directly with migrant communities and several others look to build connections with 
audiences who are new to the area or indeed the country. 
 
In general, the health of the population is marginally better than the English average (see graph), and 
there are average numbers of pensioners living alone. According to these statistics, there are average 
numbers of obese, binge-drinking and healthy eating adults. 
 
According to the Index of Multiple Deprivation mapping work conducted by Northamptonshire County 
Council and their Place Statistical Bulletin (October 2015), part of central Northampton (St James and 

Local authority Population 
(2001 
census) 

Population 
(2011 
census) 

Projected 
population 
2020 

Approximate change 
(projected change from 
2001 to 2020) 

Northampton 194,500 212,000 233,200 +9% (20%) 

Wellingborough 72,500 75,400 78,500 +4% (8%) 

Rushden 25,800 29,300 - +13% 

Higham Ferrers 6,700 8,100 - +21% 

Raunds 8,300 8,600 - +4% 

Thrapston 4,900 6,200 - +27% 

Oundle 5,300 5,700 - +8% 

Peterborough 156,000 183,600 203,800 +18% (31%) 

Total 476,300 528,900 - +12% based on 2011 census 
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around the railway station) and the Billing and Bellinge areas are in the 1% most deprived areas in the 
country. The Hemmingwell (Sanders Road) and Minerva Way areas of north and west Wellingborough 
rank amongst the 5% most deprived areas in the country. Stanwick and the towns of Thrapston and 
Oundle appear in the least deprived category. Peterborough’s Local Health Report states that the district 
is in the 20% most deprived unitary authorities in the country (with almost double the English average of 
residents living in the greatest deprivation). The Ravensthorpe, Fengate and Orton Longueville areas of 
Peterborough are some of the worst deprived within the borough. 
 
 

1.2 Which audiences and stakeholders should the Nenescape scheme target and why? 
 

In order to define the audience groups with whom Nenescape will work, the opportunities and challenges 
of the project were taken into account and stakeholders identified. 
 
Organisations and businesses (in no particular order): 

o Local education providers, including staff and learners at primary and secondary schools, colleges and 
universities, primarily as facilitators of skills development (including heritage skills) and local history and 
environment educators 

o Leisure, arts and heritage businesses and organisations, including theatres, museums and galleries, pubs 
and breweries, community interest companies, country parks, boat hire and water sports, marinas, etc as 
‘touch points’ for members of the public to get engaged with their landscape in creative, recreational ways 

o Stakeholders of partner organisations and wider community organisations. This should include all relevant 
heritage and conservation organisations (Wildlife Trust, Environment Agency, Historic England, 
Northamptonshire Heritage Forum, etc) as well as all levels of local councils. These organisations provide 
a wealth of knowledge and experience in heritage and the environment and working with them should 
provide opportunity for influencing strategy at a landscape scale 

o Farmers and landowners are custodians of the landscape and have a large part to play in ensuring its 
condition is maintained and improved, both for heritage and the environment 
 
The general public: 

o User groups, including recreational and sports users of the area, in particular those associated with bird 
watching, walking, cycling, fishing and boating. These groups provide many of the volunteers and active, 
engaged people within organisations. They often have intimate knowledge of the local area and can be a 
source of support through being a ‘critical friend’ 

o Young families     
o Young people 
o Older people (50+ years) 

Figure 1 Visitors enjoying a boat trip at Ferry Meadows 
(Nene Park Trust) 
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Much research (including the Taking Part study for the Department for Culture, Media and Sport) has 
shown that people in lower socio-economic groups, disabled people and those whose ethnicity is not 
‘White, UK’ are far less likely to engage with local heritage and the outdoors, and a number of studies 
(including ukactive’s Turning the Tide of Inactivity report and Inclusion’s report to the National Audit Office, 
Barriers to Engagement in Heritage by Currently Under-Represented Groups) suggest that engaging 
under-represented groups will help address some of the more common concerns in these communities. 
The benefits of increased engagement can come in a number of ways, including increased activity levels, 
improved mental wellbeing, making connections with local community (increased social wellbeing), 
helping to reduce problems which people in these groups are most affected by. 
 
The organisations above are representative of the character of this landscape that Nenescape is working 
to protect and promote. The challenges and opportunities addressed by individual projects lead us to 
working with particular organisations and businesses, for example, the loss of wildflower meadows leading 
to building the Farming for the Future project with farmers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 Children and families engaging with Nenescape stands 
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1.3 What are their needs, values and the barriers involved in extending their use of the 

area? 
 
This section aims to summarise each of the audience groups and outline their needs, what limits their 

enjoyment and acts as a barrier to further engagement, and their links to individual projects, both in 

development and delivery stages. 

Table 2 Needs, barriers to access and engagement of audience sections 

Audience group Needs and values Barriers Status/links to projects 

User groups, including 
recreational and sports 
users of the area, in 
particular those 
associated with bird 
watching, walking, 
cycling, fishing and 
boating, including 
disabled users 

 Appreciate the 
tranquillity of the river 

  

 Wildlife is valued for 
angling and ‘spotting’ 
 
Must be consulted when 
a project impacts 
recreational activities 

 Access to information 
is not good in many 
places (signposting, 
online, etc) 

  

 Physical access 
(footpath conditions, 
gates, moorings, etc) 
should be improved. 

 Active and engaged 
users of river 

  

 Consultees for 
waterspace study 
(development) 

  

 Source for focus groups 
for interpretation 
(including guides, etc) in 
Ice Age to Digital Age 
and Waterways projects 
(delivery) 

Stakeholders of 
partner organisations 
and wider community 
organisations. This 
should include all 
relevant heritage and 
conservation 
organisations (Natural 
England, Wildlife Trust, 
Environment Agency, 
Historic England, 
Northamptonshire 
Heritage Forum, etc) as 
well as parish, borough, 
city and county councils 

 Balance of access and 
conservation must be 
carefully managed 

  

 Natural and built 
heritages (and links 
between them) are of 
local, regional and 
national importance 

  

 Many productive 
partnerships already 
exist 

 Some towns and 
villages don’t feel that 
river is directly 
important 

  

 Communications 
sometimes lack 
between and within 
organisations and 
councils 

 Most aware and 
engaged, some deeply 
connected to project 

  

 Consultees for LCAP 
(development) 

  

 Many sit on Nenescape 
board (e.g Wildlife 
Trust, River Nene 
Regional Park, Natural 
England) 

  

 Some projects to be 
delivered with council, 
e.g Out of Water, Into 
History, Ice Age to 
Digital Age (delivery) 

Leisure, arts and 
heritage business and 
organisations, including 
theatres, museums and 
galleries, pubs and 
breweries, community 
interest companies, 
country parks, boat hire 
and water sports, 
marinas, etc 

 Tourism promotions are 
improving 

  

 Heritage, culture and 
wildlife attractions are 
valued locally in pockets 
 
To be kept aware of 
Nenescape 
developments and 
opportunities for getting 
involved 

 Culture of cross-
promotion has not yet 
penetrated 
organisations 

  

 Nene Valley not yet 
seen as ‘destination’ 

 Many projects (including 
Ice Age to Digital Age) 
to be delivered in 
partnership with these 
organisations (delivery) 
 
Some volunteers to be 
hosted by museums 
and country parks 
(delivery) 

  

 Seeking cross-
promotion opportunities 
through Destination 
Nene Valley and Nene 
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Valley Festival 
(delivery) 

Farmers and 
landowners 

 Easily-managed land 
uses 

  

 Clear information on 
laws, access to grants, 
etc 

  

 Catchment Partnership 
exists (including 
sensitive farming) 
 
To be consulted and 
involved in specific 
projects/initiatives 

 Public access to land 
can worry some 
landowners (rural 
crime, trespassing, etc) 

  

 Impact of projects on 
productivity of farm 

 Consultees for 
waterspace study 
(development) 

  

 Individual consultations 
for projects, including 
Farming for the Future 
(development), Ice Age 
to Digital Age (delivery), 
Waterways 
(development) and 
Resilient Rivers 
(development) 

Local education 
providers, including 
staff and learners at 
primary and secondary 
schools, colleges and 
universities 

 Easy access to 
information is vital 

  

 Skills for the landscape 
(environmental 
management, heritage 
crafts, etc) are 
prominent in this area, 
e.g Moulton College 

 Cost of travel and visit 

  

 Access to information 
is not always easy 

  

 Learning visits to often 
self-led, rather than 
sessions by host site 

 To be consulted/focus 
groups during creation 
of school information 
packs (delivery) 

  

 Heritage skills, schools 
programmes for 
individual projects, 
including Building 
Bridges, Settlers of the 
Nene and Ice Age to 
Digital Age (delivery) 

  

 Students in work 
placements and 
apprenticeships across 
many projects (delivery) 

Local communities – 
young people, 
including NEETs, 
disabled people and 
those whose ethnicity is 
not ‘white, UK’ 

 Creative, inspiring, 
relevant interpretation 

  

 Opportunities for skills 
development, work 
experience, etc needed 

  

 Ownership of projects 
along river 

 Lack awareness or 
understanding of 
natural and heritage 
places 

  

 Lack of recognition of 
heritage and natural 
places in cultural 
context 
 
May not be aware that 
their skills could be 
applicable in 
heritage/outdoor 
setting 

 Interpretation 
development across Ice 
Age to Digital Age 
(delivery) 

  

 Apprenticeships, skills 
development with Ice 
Age to Digital Age 
(delivery) 

 
To be targeted for 
volunteering 
opportunities within Ice 
Age to Digital Age and 
for creative engagement 
activities within Out of 
Water, Into History 
(delivery) 

Local communities – 
young families, lower 
socio-economic groups,  
disabled people and 

 Easy, cheap, safe 
environment to explore 

  

 Creative, inspiring 
interpretation 

 Access to information 
about offer of local 
area 

  

 Cost of entry, transport 

 Consultees for 
interpretation, signage 
across Ice Age to Digital 
Age project (delivery) 
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those whose ethnicity is 
not ‘white, UK’ 

  

 Relevance to 
contemporary culture 

Consultees for Building 
Bridges project 
(development) 
 

Local communities – 
50+, lower socio-
economic groups, 
disabled people and 
those whose ethnicity is 
not ‘white, UK’ 

 Easy, cheap, safe 
environment to explore 

  

 Inspiring, relevant 
interpretation 
 
To be engaged in 
developing interpretation 
and as volunteers 

 Access to information 
about offer of local 
area 

  

 Cost of entry, transport 

  

 Relevance to 
contemporary culture 

 Volunteering, skills 
development, 
particularly for volunteer 
roles within Ice Age to 
Digital Age (delivery) 

  

 Consultees for Ice Age 
to Digital Age, Building 
Bridges (development) 

 

1.4 Summary 
 
The populations of settlements along the river are growing at a rate that is faster than average for the 

country, and the people who live in them are ageing in a similar way to national trends. Children up to 

GCSE age are not developing as well as their national peers, and there are many more white migrant 

communities here than in other parts of the country. 

The project aims to develop strong relationships with a variety of user groups, other environmental and 

heritage organisations, local businesses and education providers. The audience groups who can benefit 

most from engaging with the project are young people, young families and people who are approaching 

retirement age, particularly focussing on those at risk from social isolation through ethnicity, age, health 

problems or a lack of employment. 
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2 Awareness and understanding 
 

2.1 What do current audiences come to the Nenescape area for? 
 

A series of consultation events and activities took place during the development phase of the Landscape 

Partnership Scheme. The summary (see LCAP) must be understood in conjunction with strategies and 

desktop studies of local attractions and ‘reasons to visit’, including the Destination Nene Valley tourism 

strategy. It is recognised that each project should develop consultation work further for individual project 

outcomes. 

 

The Nene Valley’s current tourism market includes a number of historic houses (a handful of which are 

within the Nenescape boundary), several unspoilt stone villages and market towns, outdoor activities 

including walking and fishing and the boating opportunities. There are also some larger attractions in the 

area, including (but not limited to) Stanwick Lakes, Ferry Meadows, Nene Valley Railway and 

Peterborough Cathedral. 

 

From the Wordcloud below (Figure 3, developed by asking survey respondents about parts of the area 

they particularly enjoy visiting), it can be seen that the river plays a large role in attracting people to the 

area. There are also key individual places mentioned, including Wadenhoe, Stanwick Lakes, Ferry 

Meadows and Woodford. A variety of activities are also mentioned, mainly fishing and walking, and some 

heritage elements of the river are mentioned, in particular, churches, mills and locks. Perhaps surprisingly, 

wildlife and cycling are not mentioned frequently, despite them both being key action points on many 

organisations’ strategies, including that of the local tourism group. This may be due to the methodology of 

the survey and a more local approach to consultation might prove that wildlife and cycling opportunities 

are more highly prized than these results suggest. 

 

Many visitors arrive by boat and explore the waterway (there are 1600 boats of all kinds on the Nene, 

according to the Environment Agency), with narrowboats often passing through and onto the Grand Union 

canal. Looking to the wider Nene Valley area, there is a high number of historic houses which contributes 

to the number of day visits the area receives. 

 

When considering the qualities of the area which are treasured by people who live and work in the area 

(through a series of consultation workshops for the waterspace study), tranquillity, remoteness and 

quietness were cited frequently. Recreational users spoke about enjoying its unspoilt beauty and the 

sense of having hidden heritage, with wildlife sightings also reported to be a highlight of spending time on 

or near the river.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 Nenescape online survey: ‘Riverside locations you 
particularly enjoy visiting’  

Figure 4 Waterspace consultation: Values we wish to keep 
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2.2 What connection do local people feel to the landscape itself? What are their 

awareness levels and attitudes? 
 

At events where Nenescape had a manned stall, members of the public were keen to share their 
memories of spending time along the river or places that they knew: 
 ‘When I was at school we used to swim in the warm cut but unfortunately after swallowing some of 
the water I was ill so no more swimming after that’ 
 ‘Yardley Hastings…. was a building where ladies from Yardley and Denton gathered to stitch 
[shoe] uppers’ 
 
When visitors to the stall were prompted to complete the sentence, ‘The River Nene is special to me 
because…’, answers given include those below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 (above) Why the River Nene is special to members of the public across the area 

Figure 6 Members of the public in Peterborough share why the River Nene is special to them 
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Very few people mentioned the historic value of the river, although when directly questioned, many 
recognised past industries, old mills and pastimes along the river (e.g swimming, rowing boats, etc). 
 
An online SurveyMonkey questionnaire ran through autumn 2016, promoted via social media (including 
Facebook, using paid and promoted posts) to people within a 16km radius of the river between 
Northampton and Peterborough, with the incentive of a free prize draw. Our survey results tell us that the 
two most common reasons for accessing the river are ‘getting outdoors for peace and quiet’ (58% of 134 
respondents) and ‘getting outdoors for exercise and activity’ (59%), whereas only 28% of respondents 
cited ‘seeing the heritage of the landscape’ as a reason for going to the river. Wordclouds highlight the 
most commonly used words when describing the best attributes of the river (Figure 3) and those areas 
needing most improvement (Figure 7). One third of respondents cited other reasons, and the most 
common answers in the free text box were boating and fishing. Nearly two thirds of the respondents were 
aged between 41 and 65, which raises two questions:  

 do people in the older age brackets not recognise the heritage of the river; and  

 would a survey focussing on younger people give different results? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The results given in this survey may suggest that there is an underlying knowledge and awareness of the 
landscape’s heritage, but that this is not locally celebrated or integrated into local people’s lives. Further 
research is needed to confirm this. 

When asked about volunteering, 30% of respondents said their barrier to getting further engaged was a 
lack of time and 12% said they lived too far from the river. A quarter said that they would be interested in 
getting involved and 55% left contact details for further engagement, including receiving a newsletter and 
hearing about opportunities for involvement. This suggests that there is an appetite amongst the audience 
surveyed (predominantly male, in the 41-65 age range) for engagement with the Nenescape LPS. 

During a 2016 survey of the residents in the East Northamptonshire district, four additional questions 
about access to the river and its countryside were included (see Appendix 4 Residents’ Survey 2016 
Analysis for External Funding). The age distribution of the 344 respondents was similar to that of the 
SurveyMonkey questionnaire, but in this case, over half (57%) were female. In both surveys, just over a 
third of respondents said they visited the river and its countryside more often than once a week. In the 
residents’ survey, just over one in ten considered themselves to have a disability, which when cross-
tabulated with the frequency of visits to the countryside, results in a skew towards visiting less frequently 
(see Appendix 4, page 6). When asked about barriers to accessing the countryside, approximately 3 in 5 
people said they had no particular barrier, but of those who did cite a reason they didn’t access it, around 
a quarter said ‘needing a car’ and a quarter said ‘a lack of publicity of what’s there and events taking 
place’. These results point towards an opportunity to reduce barriers for disabled people (after more 
refined consultation work) and wider reaching publicity of the Nene Valley offer. 

Figure 8 Waterspace study consultation: 'Aspects of the 
river we wish to improve’ 

Figure 7 Nenescape online survey responses: ‘Are there 
any places along the river valley you would like to see 
improved?’ 
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During the summer in 2016, two small residents’ opinion surveys on the Greenway developments took 
place in Rushden and Irthlingborough. Of those asked, the overwhelming majority used the path daily or 
multiple times in a week. In Rushden, for 13 of the 16 respondents, the reason was leisure walking, with 
around half of those walking with a dog. In Irthlingborough, around half used the path for walking, and half 
for cycling, with 4 of the 13 respondents using the path for commuting. In both locations, many residents 
had noticed that changes in the landscape included developments (more housing, other buildings and 
roads and less green space), but a handful thought that the landscape was greener and better for wildlife, 
although the survey did not ask over what length of time those changes had taken place. The most 
commonly cited associations with the Nene Valley included the river itself, the railway, lakes, and walking. 
The vast majority of respondents (86%) said they would support an increase in the signage along the 
Greenway. There would need to be further investigation to either increase the numbers of the community 
members surveyed, or to deepen the engagement with some active users of the Greenway. 

During the development of the Building Bridges project, an online survey of approximately 14,000 Nene 
Valley anglers (including British, Polish and Lithuanian anglers) produced interesting results from which 
the Angling Trust and wider Nenescape partnership can develop engagement activities. With 
approximately 1,000 respondents in total, the survey brought together an understanding of the 
demographics of anglers, the perceptions of their own and others’ angling habits and understanding of 
regulations and levels of integration. The survey also investigated the appetite for volunteering in angling 
communities and gave an opportunity for respondents to flag up any environmental concerns they might 
have. In summary, the British angling community is on average older and generally retired, fishing less 
regularly than migrant anglers and more often in lakes as opposed to the river itself. All anglers rated their 
own understanding of fishing laws and regulations highly, and the knowledge of British anglers was also 
rated highly by European communities, but both British and migrant communities rated the understanding 
of regulations within the European communities more negatively, which may be leading to a lack of 
integration between angling communities. Around three quarters of the surveyed British community felt 
that European anglers were responsible for illegal fishing and theft, and around a third of migrant anglers 
felt that British people were responsible for the same. Within the survey, however, there are indications of 
a willingness to engage across communities and to develop more integration activities, and large 
proportions of anglers from all communities left their contact details for further information about 
volunteering opportunities, both specifically in roles relating to angling and in the wider Nenescape project. 

Consultations with the farming community have shown that working on the land itself give farmers a 

unique perspective on the landscape. In evaluation forms from two workshops and confirmed by further 

discussions, it is clear that their businesses (and homes) depend on the productivity of the land and the 

support they receive to manage it. Almost all of the people working on farms we spoke to are the most 

recent generation in their family to run the farming business and have family history of working on the 

land, giving them an intimate knowledge of the landscape. Many of the comments answering why the 

Nene Valley is special to the farmers were related to this close relationship between farmers and their 

land: ‘life-long resident’, ‘home and business’, ‘it’s my life’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Audience, Access and Zonation Study Nenescape Landscape Partnership Scheme 

18 

2.3 Is current interpretation relevant and engaging? 
 

There are many examples of engaging physical interpretation along the river, for example, trails and 
boards at Nene Park Trust (Ferry Meadows), Destination Nene Valley interpretation boards at some 
riverside locations, Rockingham Forest Trust’s Stanwick Lakes heritage trails and many individual town 
heritage trails. There is a series of leaflets covering the length of the Nene Way footpath (created by 
Northamptonshire County Council) and a waterproof map of the River Nene aimed at boaters (by the 
Environment Agency in partnership with the Inland Waterways Association). There are also some events 
in various locations which tell part of the story of the landscape, including theatre performances, tours and 
family engagement events.   

 
 
From the consultation work done with other organisations operating in the area (including Destination 
Nene Valley) and members of the public, there is a lack of interpretation which gives an overview of the 
wider landscape, therefore not reiterating the context of each place, and therefore not contributing to a 
sense of place. 
 
In order to improve this, Nenescape is working with the Destination Nene Valley partnership and members 
from the wider community to produce a sense of place toolkit, with which local businesses and 
organisations can place themselves in the landscape and promote the unique and distinctive elements of 
the area to their customers and visitors. This piece of work will lead into a wayfinding scheme after further 
consultation across both partnerships and stakeholders, informing interpretation and signage across the 
Nene Valley through several Nenescape projects including Ice Age to Digital Age, Enabling Access from 
Waterway to Land and Out of Water, Into History. 
 
 

2.4 Summary 
 

The tranquillity and quietness of the river are treasured by the people who use it and many people 
appreciate the wildlife of the environment. The river corridor is a place used by people as a general 
greenspace for activities such as walking, cycling and angling, with many missing the heritage elements, 
which can be seen as a significant contribution to sense of place. Disabled access appears to be patchy, 
and there is little publicity of the accessible sites. With good interpretation, signage and partnership 
working to promote the offer, these elements can be improved. 
 
Further research is needed to understand the awareness levels of local communities of levels of access 
on wildlife and habitat disturbance, which will help develop plans for a zonation strategy to enable 
organisations to work together to manage visitor access. The sense of place and wayfinding pieces of 
work will be thoroughly evaluated throughout their development to monitor their effectiveness.  
 
 
 

Figure 9 Condition of signage along the valley is variable 
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3 Access of all types 
 
Access into the Nenescape landscape is a particularly big part of the work the project aims to achieve. 

The shape of the land as a river valley has meant that for centuries, people travelled along the valley, first 

mainly in boats and then by rail. Since the closure of the railway in 1964 (after nearly 120 years of carrying 

passengers between Northampton and Peterborough), the roadways have become the major transport 

route through the landscape. The A45 and A605 approximately follow the course of the river, but are often 

set back from it, with trees and buildings shielding the river from view. There are few places from which 

the river can be seen from the road, mainly at the crossings of the other major roads, including the A14, 

A1(M) and M1, and occasionally where the roads sit higher up on the valley sides. For people living in the 

major settlements along the river, travelling between them or travelling through the project area, it can be 

easy to miss the hidden things to see and do, or even that the river is there. There are only a small 

number of brown signs on more major roads and in general, bus routes do not stop at heritage or outdoor 

attractions.  

More physical access routes are shown in the maps of rights of way, cycling and bus routes and stops, 

Appendices 5 - 9. 

The restored gravel pits and the river itself are a particularly sensitive habitat, with 14 SSSIs, a Ramsar 

site (also a Special Protection Area), and a handful of nature reserves within the Nenescape boundary are 

listed in Section 3.2. This part of the study has only identified managed sites, rather than open access 

countryside due to time and capacity constraints, but the development of an access and zonation strategy 

should look to include not only the whole SPA, but also the rest of the Nenescape area and potentially 

also a buffer zone. 

Humans can cause damage to these environments and to farmland very easily, and although one person 

walking through a particular area may not harm it greatly, the cumulative effect of many people must be 

considered. Section 3.4 provides an overview of the effects of each type of recreational activity on the 

natural environment. Due to the nature of restrictions of access to heritage sites and their number 

throughout the area, they have not been audited during this phase of the study, and will be studied during 

Years 1 and 2. 

With many new residential developments being built and more land being earmarked for housing, there 

are more and more people moving into the area, some seeking access into the countryside and some 

remaining disconnected to their surroundings. Without a long-term partnership of a range of organisations 

working to manage the increase in visitor access and increase in local population, the natural and built 

Figure 10 Cycling and walking are popular activities along the river 
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heritage of the landscape is likely to suffer and the opportunities to improve local communities’ health, 

wellbeing and sense of place will be missed. Some sites along the river valley can already be identified as 

opportunities for access management, for example due to anti-social behaviour, litter, wildlife disturbance 

or overly busy peak times. 

 

 

3.1 What are the opportunities to increase access and understanding and to raise 

awareness of the landscape, its heritage and special natural environments? 
 

From the waterspace study and online survey consultations, a number of opportunities have been 

identified by the respondents. Within the Nenescape online survey of members of the public within 16km 

of the river, the most common areas of improvement were based around moorings, their associated 

facilities for boaters and access for anglers. Some mooring improvements will be conducted as part of the 

Waterways to Land project with the Environment Agency, as well as increasing the amount of information 

available to boaters and other waterway users. The waterspace consultees cited flooding, accessibility 

and education as key improvement areas. Both the Resilient River and Farming for the Future projects will 

reduce flood risk in the area by respectively increasing the capacity of the river (by removing sediment 

from the channel) and slowing the flow of water into the river (by introducing more vegetation along the 

river). 

 

  

A number of projects will work to improve access to natural and built heritage in a variety of ways. Section 

3.2 of this document presents a desktop study of the balance of nature and human activity along the river, 

forming a base from which to further consult and develop plans for an Access & Zonation Strategy for the 

river, as well as inform the decision-making process for changing access levels. The Waterways to Land 

project and Ice Age to Digital Age (scheme-wide parts) will improve signage and interpretation to manage 

the access that is already in place, and the former will also make physical changes to points along the 

river (e.g canoe portages, gates, etc). The Walking in Time project with Nene Park Trust will use and 

develop volunteer skills to re-install a kilometre-long boardwalk along the river. This improves the offer for 

local residents and visitors in the long term as it will help conserve the special natural environments for 

future generations. All other projects (including the rest of the Ice Age to Digital Age project) will have 

elements of access improvement, either physically or by engagement. 

It may also be appropriate to engage with local businesses and industries (e.g large distribution depots, 
shoe manufacturers, housing developers, etc) to benefit visitors and residents by raising awareness of the 
natural and built heritage of the area and ensure that it is not only accessible by all, but also relevant to as 

Figure 11 People and wildlife are drawn to the river  
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many people as possible. This could happen through a variety of ways, including information packs in new 
houses, large-scale outdoor artwork and sponsorship or financial support for individual projects. These 
options will be further explored during Year 1 of Delivery Phase. It is also planned to work with community 
groups (community panels, recreational river users and non-users) to assess opportunities for access 
changes. 
 
 

3.2 Where are the open green spaces? What is their purpose (considering the needs of 

nature and people) and are there any imbalances of access? 
 

Although there are hundreds of green spaces within the boundary of Nenescape, we have chosen here to 
only include those that meet certain criteria, in order to give an overview of the types of challenges 
represented in the area, with the understanding that this will be expanded to the whole Nene Valley during 
the development of an Access & Zonation strategy. The open green spaces included in this audit are 

o within the Nenescape boundary 
o over 1 hectare in size 
o one of the following: a park, natural managed green space, semi-natural green space, country 

park, or privately-owned ‘natural’ outdoor activity centre 

The features are taken from the site listing on the owner’s or manager’s website, with consideration given 
to both the natural characteristics of the site and those in place for visitors. This then gives rise to us 
categorising sites according to their balance of people and nature. We have chosen a five-point scale: 

1 = Very people-focussed, with little or no consideration to wildlife or habitats. Several visitor facilities. 

2 = Some small environmental considerations, but predominantly a visitor attraction with some facilities. 

3 = Environmental focus to visitor engagement, some small facilities, some environmental conservation 

4 = A few low-key visitor considerations (e.g benches, toilets), strong environmental purpose 

5 = Very environmentally-focussed, with little or no visitor considerations, rare habitats 

It is planned that this audit and consequent research into the effects of access on the natural environment 
will help inform visitor management strategies for the Nenescape area (including planning strategies), as 
well as projects within the Landscape Partnership Scheme, including Ice Age to Digital Age and the Nene 
Valley Festival. We will hope to utilise data from Mapping Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services in the 
Nene Valley, written by Natural Capital Solutions with the University of Northampton, alongside the 
Footprint Ecology Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA Visitor Survey and any other relevant sources, 
including survey work and consultation from the early stages of delivery phase. 

 
Table 3 Audit of green spaces over 1 hectare in size within Nenescape boundary 

Place name and 
location 

Manager Designation Features (wildlife 
and people) 

People/
wildlife 
balance 

Access 
challenges, 
imbalances, 
general notes 

Bugbrooke Meadows, 
north of Bugbrooke 

Wildlife Trust SSSI Damp grasslands 
 
Very biodiverse 
 
Orchids 
 
No visitor facilities 

5  

Upton Country Park, 
Upton Northampton 

Northampton 
Borough 
Council 

- Grassland 
 
Playing fields, play 
area 
 
Parking 

2 Dog mess 
 
Visitors off paths 
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Paths 

Storton’s Pits & 
Duston Mill Meadow, 
west of Northampton 

Wildlife Trust LNR Wetland & wading 
birds 
 
Insects 
 
Parking nearby 

4 Swimming 
 
Litter 

Becket’s Park, central 
Northampton 

Northampton 
Borough 
Council 

Historic 
Environment 
Record 

Tennis courts 
 
Play area 
 
Paths 
 
Links to Thomas 
Becket 

1  

Delapre Park Northampton 
Borough 
Council 
(Delapre 
Abbey Trust 
for building) 

Registered 
Battlefield 
(Listed 
Building & 
Scheduled 
Monument 
for Queen 
Eleanor’s 
Cross) 

Grassland, 
woodland 
 
Café, toilets 
 
Paths 
 
Abbey restoration 

2  

Midsummer Meadow 
Recreation Ground, 
east of Northampton 
town centre 

Northampton 
Borough 
Council 

- Grassland 
 
Skate park 
 
Parking 
 
Heritage: laundry 
chimney 

1  

Barnes Meadow, east 
of Northampton town 
centre 

Wildlife Trust LNR Grassland 
 
Wetlands 
 
Wetland birds e.g 
snipe 
 
Paths 

5 Dogs/ 
disturbance 

Northampton 
Washlands 

Private 
landowner 

SPA, SSSI Flood storage 
 
Overwintering birds 
 
Onsite parking 
 
Benches 
 
Circular walks 

5 Dogs off leads 
 
People off paths 
 
Lack of 
community 
understanding of 
shooting 

Abington Meadows, 
east of Northampton 

Wildlife Trust SPA Rare mint 
 
Invertebrates 
 
Rough paths 
 
On street parking 

5 Dogs/ 
disturbance 
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Billing Aquadrome Private 
enterprise 

- Large play facilities 
 
Fishing 
 
Café 
 
Swimming pool 

1  

Grendon Lakes Private 
Enterprise 

SPA Camping 
 
Fishing 
 
Watersports 
 
Visitor facilities 

1  

Summer Leys, south 
of Wellingborough 

Wildlife Trust SPA Range of habitats 
(inc. wetlands and 
grasslands) 
 
Picnic facilities 
 
Some paths, partly 
buggy accessible 
 
Accessible hide 
 
Car park 

4 Site too busy at 
peak times – 
perceived lack of 
parking 
 
Footpath erosion 
 
Different user 
groups 
 
Anti-social 
behaviour 

Irchester Country 
Park, south east of 
Wellingborough 

Northampton
shire County 
Council (First 
for 
Wellbeing) 

- Woodland 
 
Picnic area 
 
Playground 
 
Accessible & audio 
trails 
 
Visitor centre/shop 
 
Ironstone Railway 
Museum 
 
Wheelchair for loan 
 
Cafe 

3 Parking charges 
for whole day 
 
 

Chester Farm, east of 
Wellingborough 

Northampton
shire County 
Council 

Scheduled 
Monument 
with Listed 
Buildings 

Roman town 
archaeology 
 
In development 
(opening April 
2018): visitor 
facilities, car park, 
heritage centre 
 
Habitat creation 
and management 

2 Potential issue: 
access from A45 

N
 e

 n
 

e
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Ditchford Lakes 
& Meadows, 

Wildlife Trust SPA Meadow 
 
Woodland 

5 Dogs/ 
disturbance 
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east of 
Wellingborough 

 
Otters, grass 
snakes 
 
Grass paths 
 
Car park 

Motorbikes 
 
Illegal fishing 
 
Litter 

Wilson’s Pits, 
north of 
Rushden 

Wildlife Trust SSSI, SPA Scrub, grassland, 
scrape 
 
Overwintering birds 
 
Parking 
inaccessible during 
Rushden Lakes 
roadworks 

5 Dogs/ 
disturbance 
 
Motorbikes 
 
Illegal fishing 
 
Litter 

Higham Ferrers 
Pits, west of 
Higham Ferrers 

Wildlife Trust SSSI, SPA Grassland 
 
Overwintering birds 
Parking offsite in 
Higham Ferrers 
across A45 
footbridge 

5 Dogs/ 
disturbance 
 
Motorbikes 
 
Illegal fishing 
 
Litter 

Irthlingborough 
Lakes & 
Meadows, south 
east of 
Irthlingborough 

Wildlife Trust Ramsar, 
SSSI, SPA 

Meadow, wetland, 
lake 
 
Overwintering birds 
 
Hard and soft 
paths 
 
Heritage trail 
 
Accessible by 
cycle/foot 

4 Dogs/ 
disturbance 
 
Motorbikes 
 
Illegal fishing 
 
Litter 
 
Easy access to 
Stanwick Lakes 

Stanwick Lakes Rockingham 
Forest Trust 

Ramsar, 
SSSI, SPA 

Lakes, reedbeds 
 
Ducks, geese 
 
Bird hides 
 
Visitor centre 
 
Hard paths for 
cycling, walking, 
horse riding 
 
Play areas 
 
Outdoor theatre 

3 Heavily visited 
site 
 
At peak times 
cars queue on 
road/to exit 
 
Multi-use paths 
– cyclists and 
walkers 

Ringstead Island 
Fishery 

Club run 
fishery 

SPA, SSSI Fishery 
 

4  

Thrapston Gravel Pits Middle Nene 
Sailing Club 

SPA, SSSI Sailing club 3  

Titchmarsh, west of 
Titchmarsh 

Wildlife Trust SSSI, LNR Woodland, 
grassland, lakes 

4 Dogs/ 
disturbance 
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Wetland birds 
 
Paths 
 
Bird hides 
 
Picnic area 
 

 
Lack of parking 
 

Barnwell Country 
Park, south of Oundle 

Northampton
shire County 
Council (First 
for 
Wellbeing) 

- Woodland, scrub, 
grassland 
 
Visitor centre 
 
Play area 
 
Hard paths & trails 
 
Café 
 
Fishing 
 
Bird hides 
 
Picnic area 

3 Visitor numbers 
(small site) 

Bluebell Lakes, south 
west of Fotheringhay 

Private 
enterprise 

- Fishery 
 
Toilets and 
showers 
 
Tackle shop 
 
Onsite parking 

2  

Old Sulehay, west of 
Yarwell 

Wildlife Trust SSSI, NR Limestone 
quarries, 
grassland, 
woodland and 
wetland 
 
Uneven paths 
 
Informal parking on 
road 

5 Off-road 
vehicles 
 

Wansford Pasture & 
Standen’s Pasture 

Wildlife Trust Part SSSI Species-rich 
limestone 
grassland 
 
Verge parking 
 
Narrow bridge 

5  

Castor Meadows Private 
ownership? 

SSSI, part 
Scheduled 
Monument 

Grasslands for hay 
and grazing 

5  

Ferry Meadows 
Country Park, west of 
Peterborough city 
centre 

Nene Park 
Trust 

Part 
Scheduled 
Monument 

Meadow, woodland 
 
Water activities 
 

3 Heavily visited 
site 
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Ham Mere (nature 
reserve within Ferry 
Meadows) 

Hard paths and 
trails 
 
Visitor centre with 
shop and café 
 
Fishing 
 
Mooring 
 
Parking 

Bluebell woods 
boardwalk in 
need of 
replacement 

Thorpe Wood Wildlife Trust NR Ancient woodland, 
oaks, bluebells 
 
Hardcore paths 
 
Onsite parking 
across footbridge 

5  

Thorpe Meadows Nene Park 
Trust 

- Hard paths 
 
Grassland 
 
Rowing lake 
 
Sculpture park 

2  

Woodston Ponds & 
The Boardwalks 

Wildlife Trust 
(British 
Sugar) 

LNR Grass path 
 
Reedbeds, lake 
 
Boardwalk 
 
Offsite, on road 
parking, across 
railway line 

5  

Stanground Wash Wildlife Trust SSSI Meadow, wetland 
 
Rare birds & 
beetles 
 
Informal offsite 
parking 
 
Faint muddy paths 

5  

Nene Washes RSPB SSSI, SAC, 
Scheduled 
Monument 

Flood meadows 
 
Swans, birds of 
prey 
 
Muddy, uneven 
paths 

5  
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3.3 Where are the most heavily accessed areas, and the least explored? Is access 

appropriately managed? 
 

One major in-depth visitor study of why people visit the area and what they do when they are here was a 
visitor access study of the Upper Nene Gravel Pits SPA in 2013 by Footprint Ecology (available online 
only, see Section 7 References). The data collected during this study has been invaluable to Destination 
Nene Valley, the Wildlife Trust, local government planners and other organisations involved in managing 
access to the SPA. Beyond counting people and cars, it also assesses the distance and method of travel 
that people take to get to the SPA, and their reason for choosing that particular place. The summary of the 
results highlights the area between Higham Ferrers and Raunds as the busiest in terms of visitor 
numbers, with Stanwick Lakes defined as a major access point. Although this survey provides a very 
detailed level of research and recommendations for managing the SPA and area around it, there is almost 
no similar data across the rest of the Nene Valley, which will be addressed as further research is carried 
out. 
 
The recommendations included in the visitor access study cover a range of options to reduce disturbance 
to birds at wetland sites:  

 habitat management 

 planning and off-site measures, including development exclusion zones around the SPA and 
additional green infrastructure 

 on-site access management, for example moving or closing paths, screening, etc, management of 
formal and informal parking, zoning to separate activities 

 education and communication to the public and users, including drawing visitors to and enhancing 
existing green infrastructure, static and ‘live’ interpretation, codes of conduct, wardens 

 enforcement, to be used if other more positive approaches fail 

 

3.4 What are the effects of current levels of access on the natural environment? What 

might be done to mitigate any damage? 
 

All of the most common recreational activities and developments that happen along the river have some 
impact on habitats and wildlife. Here we summarise these impacts and assess the potential damage and 
protection they may provide. 
 

 
It is hoped that this study, in conjunction with strategies and studies already adopted, including the SPA 
Mitigation Strategy, the Waterspace Study and the Nene Valley Strategic Plan amongst others, will 
provide a basis from which to form a zonation plan to better manage access along the river. This will 
include keeping visitor numbers low in the most environmentally sensitive areas and investing and 
promoting areas that can cope with an increase in visitor numbers, but further consultation and research 
throughout years 1 and 2 of the Delivery Stage will define this in more detail. 

Figure 12 Boating and walking are two main recreational activities in the river corridor 
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Table 4 Effects of recreation activities on river environment 

Activity Potential damage Potential protection Mitigation of damage 

Boating Vegetation damage (directly or by 
wave erosion) 
 
Increase turbidity (stirring up 
sediment) encouraging algae to 
grow 
 
Pollution through sewage, grey 
water, oil and litter 
 
Disturbance of wildlife 
 
Spread of invasive non-native 
species 

Boating community feel 
ownership of the river, so 
may be more likely to get 
involved with initiatives 
 
Passing boaters have 
potential to visit local 
attractions and sustain 
local economy 
 
Boaters see the river 
regularly and are often 
aware of changes in 
environment, wildlife 
sightings, etc 

Speed limits 
 
Information about and 
access to methods to 
reduce pollution (e.g 
rubbish and recycling 
bins at marinas) 
 
Increase awareness of 
invasive non-native 
species, increase 
facilities to help reduce 
occurrences 

Birdwatching Disturbing wildlife by approaching 
or noise 
 
Visitor-related pollution and 
trampling 
 
Littering 

A link between avian 
diversity and local 
income (particularly in 
reserves/parks/etc) 
 
Less impact and more 
income than typical 
tourism 
 
Visitation of areas 
outside traditional tourist 
itineraries 
 
Increased engagement 
with conservation 
activities 

Avoid nests and young 
as much as possible 
 
Show particular care with 
threatened and rare 
species (minimise being 
seen, keep distance) 
 
Stick to established 
walking routes 
 
 

Walking (inc. 
with dogs) 

Disturbing wildlife by approaching 
or noise 
 
Nest disturbance 
 
Spread of disease/contamination 
 
Trampling 
 
Littering 

Regular walkers see the 
environment often and 
may notice changes in 
the environment, wildlife 
sightings, etc 
 
Walkers may be more 
likely to get involved with 
initiatives that affect 
access 
 
Increase in local 
spending, part of which 
may help conservation 

Avoid nests and young 
as much as possible 
 
Show particular care with 
threatened and rare 
species (minimise being 
seen, keep distance) 
 
Stick to established 
walking routes 
 
Keep dogs on short 
leads 
 
Bag and dispose of dog 
waste 

Canoeing Spread of invasive non-native 
species 
 
Poaching of river banks due to 
portaging at non-designated sites 
 

Accessibility of canoe 
trips allows many people 
to get closer to nature 
 
Increase in local 
spending, part of which 
may help conservation 

Checking and cleaning 
equipment of non-native 
species 
 
Encouraging use of 
designated portage 
points 
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Disturbance of wildlife through 
approaching or noise, including 
disruption of gravel banks by 
paddling 

 
Less intrusive method of 
exploring than by vehicle 

 
Sticking to canoe routes 
 
Keeping distance from 
wildlife and using 
paddles appropriately 

Cycling & 
cycling paths 

Path creation involves removing 
vegetation, moving soil and 
sometimes using impermeable 
surface 
 
Trampling of vegetation 
 
Disturbance by approaching or 
noise 
 
Spread of invasive non-native 
species 
 
Where no hard paths exist, soil is 
compacted, eroded and water 
quality can suffer 

Access to remote areas 
increasing engagement 
and ownership 
 
Paths concentrate 
access on resistant 
surfaces, reducing 
trampling 
 
Less intrusive method of 
exploring than by vehicle 

Sticking to designated 
routes 
 
Cycle washing facilities 
to reduce risk of transfer 
of non-native species 
 
 

Angling and 
fisheries 
management 

Reduces biodiversity of resident 
fish and plants 
 
Loss of algae feeding on 
invertebrates, predation of 
tadpoles 
 
Increase turbidity (stirring up 
sediment) by bottom-feeding fish, 
encouraging algae to grow 
 
Removal of vegetation on bank 
for angling spots 

Anglers see the river 
regularly and are often 
aware of changes in 
environment, wildlife 
sightings, etc 
 
Increase in local 
spending, part of which 
may help conservation 
 
Some positive effects of 
angling activity on 
ecological quality of river 
corridor and may 
encourage landowners to 
retain healthy river 
corridor environments 

Soften impact with 
habitat improvement 
schemes 
 
Separation of uses 
across river channels to 
allow reduction of 
disturbance in sensitive 
back channels 

Building 
projects, 
housing 
developments 

Destruction of habitat 
 
Pollution due to machinery, litter, 
light from overnight works, dust, 
fuel, chemicals, noise 
 
Temporary increase in turbidity 
(stirring up sediment) 
encouraging algae to grow 
 
Temporary disturbance of wildlife 
(due to building works) potentially 
leading to permanent increase in 
access and disturbance 
 
Change in water flows due to 
impermeable surfaces 

Increased funding for 
conservation through 
developer contributions 
 
Opportunity for increased 
engagement amongst 
building users (e.g 
education, volunteering, 
etc) 
 
Opportunity for research 
into wildlife behaviour 

Protect and maintain 
important habitats 
 
Creation of replacement 
habitat 
 
Careful building design 
can increase sites for 
wildlife nesting/habitats 
(e.g turf-covered roofs, 
nesting boxes, etc) 
 
Time works outside of 
breeding seasons for 
protected species 
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This document will be used to help plan community and expert consultation and research into the effects 
of access on the environment throughout the valley. We aim to recruit and train volunteers in monitoring 
visitor access and draw on this information to produce a strategy for visitor management. 
 

3.5 What opportunities and threats do major new developments pose for nature and 

heritage? 
 
This section highlights the most major new developments in the area that are due for completion within the 

next five years. 

Table 5 Opportunities and threats posed by major new developments on natural environment and access to it 

 Size, location Opportunities Threats 

Northampton 
University 
Waterside 
Campus and 
residential 
development 
(under 
construction) 

57.65 acres in 
total, on south 
bank of River 

Access to Midsummer 
Meadow, Becketts Park, 
River Nene and Delapre Park, 
Lake and Abbey.  
 
Remains of the former Nunn 
Mills power station, Grade II* 
Listed Engine shed.  
 
Institute for Creative Leather 
Technologies and a Leather 
Conservation Centre in 
Vulcan Centre. 
 
SEMLEP-supported 
Enterprise Zone 

Proximity to river and its 
wildlife may result in 
increase of issues 
mentioned above in Table 
4. 
 
Potential for 
unsympathetic restoration 
of heritage 
 
 

Rushden Lakes 
retail and 
leisure centre 
(under 
construction) 

224 acres (30 
acres of 
buildings) 

Public access restored to 
network of lakes, water-based 
facilities for community use. 
Joining up of nature reserves. 
Interpretation in visitor centre. 
Larger facility for canoe 
company. 

Disturbance of wildlife and 
habitats during 
construction  
 
Increase in people 
accessing sensitive 
habitats 
 
Increased pressure on 
roads close to river 

Rushden 
Gateway 
employment 
and retail 
space (in 
design) 

28 acres, south 
of A45, east of 
Rushden Lakes 

Balancing and compensation 
ponds 
 
Planting of native species of 
trees and wildlife-attracting 
meadows 

Disturbance during 
construction as mentioned 
above. 
 
Increase in people 
accessing sensitive 
habitats 
 
Increased pressure on 
roads close to river 
 
Increase in litter from food 
outlets 

Earls Barton – 
The Wickets 
residential area 
(under 
construction) 

South of A4500 
280 homes (48 
acres) 

Opportunities to engage new 
residents with their landscape 

Disturbance of wildlife and 
habitats during 
construction 
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Increase in people 
accessing sensitive 
habitats 

Wellingborough 
– Stanton 
Cross 
residential area 
(planning 
permission 
granted) 

3650 homes 
(1140 acres) 

Railway station 
improvements, increasing 
green travel 
 
Allotments 
 
Country park of 143 acres 
 
Stanton Cross Community 
Award (quarterly grants of 
£1000 to local groups) 

Disturbance of wildlife and 
habitats during 
construction (including 
bridge over River Nene) 
 
Increase in people 
accessing sensitive 
habitats 
 
Increased pressure on 
roads close to river 

Irthlingborough 
West 
residential area 

700 houses (130 
acres), 
employment 
development (19 
acres), 
expansion of 
Huxlow Science 
College (14 
acres), open 
space (22 acres), 
structural 
landscaping (25 
acres), highway 
and drainage 
infrastructure 

Creation and management of 
new habitats including herb-
rich grassland, scrub, 
hedgerows, ponds and tree 
planting, relocation of newts 
 
Potential for engagement 
activity 
 
 

Loss and disturbance of 
habitats during 
construction, including 
great crested newts and 
birds 
 
Increase in people 
accessing sensitive 
habitats 
 

Fletton Quays 
retail and 
leisure centre 

16 acres, river 
front in central 
Peterborough 
(homes, offices, 
retail, hotel, food 
outlets) 

Waterside attraction for 
visitors and residents, 
potential for engagement in 
wider river area 
 
Refurbishment of rail sheds 
and replacement of 
engineering wall art 
 
Habitat enhancement (bird 
boxes, bat roots, etc) 
 
Native tree planting 

Disturbance of wildlife and 
habitats during 
construction 
 
Potential of unsympathetic 
restoration and use of 
railway sheds 
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3.6 What further investigation into access levels and zonation is going to happen in 

delivery stage? 
 

All projects will be building on the consultation work done in the development stage to ensure they are 
meeting the needs of user groups, wider stakeholders and the natural environment (see individual project 
plans for further information). When specifically considering interpretation, each element of Ice Age to 
Digital Age will be created in partnership with the local community, local experts and other interested 
parties. 

In order to inform strategies of other conservation organisations in the area, there will be further research 
into the effects of public access on the natural environment conducted after further investigation into views 
and attitudes of the community. In order to work carefully with planning departments, the planned 
developments for the next 5 – 20 years will be researched. 

The access section of this study gives rise to further questions which should be investigated during Years 
1 and 2 of the delivery stage: 

Year 1 – Background research 

 Building on the audit, research effects of access on wildlife, including the sensitivity of individual 

sites 

 Understand the use of the valley and attitudes to its natural and built heritage, using community 

panels 

 Use this study to identify and fill gaps in research and understanding 

 Build an inclusive stakeholder engagement plan 

 Make and strengthen the links to other pieces of work and organisations 

 Produce a detailed brief for what should be delivered and potentially where and how 

Year 2+ – More detailed research and delivery 

 Deliver themed workshops, consultation, survey work, research, including piloting of ideas 

 Map out the opportunities and threats across the valley, including green transport 

 Forward planning to take into account any future opportunities and or principles for use in the Nene 
Valley, including involvement in forming future strategies 

 

 

Figure 13 The Rushden Lakes development in summer 2016 
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3.7 Summary 
 
There is clear need for more signage, interpretation and improved physical access along the river and 

between it and settlements. Some signage is out of date or in need of replacement and any improvements 

should include removing or repairing, as well as carefully choosing locations to help manage visitor access 

and avoid ‘littering’ the landscape. 

There is a wide range of greenspaces across the area, some of which are managed for recreational use, 

and some of which are sensitive natural habitats. The range and distribution of these sites (and their 

suitability for various activities, if any) will help inform the zonation strategy, along with further 

understanding of the impact of these activities on the environment. The increase in population size of the 

area is likely to continue long into the future and these must be taken into account in a zoning strategy. 

In Years 1 and 2 of the delivery phase, a range of techniques will be employed to fill in the gaps in 

understanding of attitudes to the heritage of the river, the ways in which people use it and the impact on 

wildlife and habitats that access can have. 
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4 Volunteering 
 

4.1 Who are the volunteers in the Nenescape area and what do they do? 
 

An audit of volunteering activity was carried out during the development phase, with a short survey sent to 
the following organisations who are involved in natural and built heritage or community benefit, based in or 
operate within the Nenescape area (those underlined are funded project delivery partners). The 13 in bold 
responded to the survey. 
 
Angling Trust 
Buglife 
Chester Farm 
Delapre Abbey Preservation Trust 
East Northamptonshire Council (tourism & 
community development sections) 
Elsie’s Café 
English Heritage 
Environment Agency 
Friends of Delapre Abbey 
Friends of Fotheringhay 
Froglife 
Ironstone Railway 
Irthlingborough Heritage Society 
Nene Park Trust 
Nene Valley Archaeological Trust 
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre 
Northamptonshire County Council (Chester 
Farm) 

Oundle Historical Society 
Oundle Museum 
Peterborough & District Historical Society 
Peterborough Environment City Trust 
Rockingham Forest Trust 
River Nene Regional Park 
RSPB 
Rushden Heritage 
Rushden Museum 
Sacrewell 
The Good Loaf 
Thrapston Heritage 
Umbrella Fair 
Vivacity 
Wellingborough Archaeological & Historical 
Society 
Wellingborough Museum 
Wollaston Heritage Society/Wollaston Museum 
Woodland Trust

 
The volunteering teams of the organisations who responded vary widely in size, purpose and stage of 
development. The smallest team of active volunteers is 7 people, and the largest is over 100, with most 
being between 15 and 30 people. Around half of the organisations have many more people on file as 
volunteers than actively engaged volunteers (defined for the purposes of this study as volunteering at 
least once a month in the last year), and the other half report all volunteers as active. This may suggest 
that organisations either have very different volunteer management systems, or that some have difficulty 
in retaining volunteers beyond an initial engagement. 
 
There is a wide variety in the range of roles undertaken by volunteers in each organisation, depending on 
its structure, but almost all have at least four different broad roles and some have several more. Over half 
(52%) of the volunteers in the organisations surveyed are between 61 and 80 years old, with 30% 
between 41 and 60 years old and only 4% between 16 and 40 years old. One volunteer is fifteen or 
younger. 
 
Table 6 Age of volunteers in Nenescape area and nationally 

Age range % of active volunteers: survey Age range % of active volunteers: national 

0 – 15 years 0 0 – 15 years No data 

16 – 25 years 4 16 – 25 years 32 

26 – 40 years 12 26 – 34 years 21 

41 – 60 years 30 35 – 49 years 27 

61 – 80 years 52 50 – 64 years 27 

81+ years 2 65 – 74 years 31 

  75+ years 24 
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Ethnicity of formal volunteers (in all kinds of roles) in the UK in 2006-07 varied from approximately 20% to 
40% in different black and minority ethnic groups, according to ‘Helping Out: A national survey of 
volunteering and charitable giving’, written by the National Centre for Social Research and the Institute for 
Volunteering Research. Volunteering levels are known to be stable, and so these are unlikely to have 
changed much over the last ten years. Comparing this with the Nenescape volunteering survey, 97% of 
volunteers in responding organisations are white and British, 2.5% are white and European and around 
0.5% (corresponding to one person) are Asian British. This clearly shows that there are sections of the 
local communities which are not engaging in this sector of the community (although there may still be 
higher levels of engagement in types of volunteering specific to different ethnicity groups). 
 
In the UK, almost one in five people have a disability (19%), which is not reflected in volunteering in the 
survey results. People who consider themselves to have a disability make up on average around 7% of 
the volunteer workforce in responding organisations. On average in the UK, 35% of people with a 
disability or long-term limiting illness participate in formal volunteering. Although this may be in part due to 
the type of volunteering opportunities available within the sector we’ve surveyed, there appears to be a 
large area for improving the inclusivity of volunteering within the Nenescape area. 
 
Ten organisations out of the 13 who responded expressed a need for more volunteers, including around 
four for specific projects or short-term positions and six for basic operational work. This need for 
volunteers will be addressed through the Nenescape taskforce and corresponding volunteering exchange 
programme. 
 
 

4.2 What skills do current volunteers have and what are the opportunities to develop 

them? 
 

From the volunteering audit and a desktop study, we can see that there are a wide range of skills being 
used by local organisations involved in natural and built heritage conservation, broadly fitting into three 
strands, which will also be used for planning the LPS approach to volunteering: 

o Public engagement: events, interpretation, work with children and youth groups, office admin, 
marketing and design, photography, fundraising, visitor welcome, catering and shop 

o Outdoor conservation: research, wildlife/stock monitoring, outdoor maintenance, reserve wardens, 
volunteer bailiffs (angling) 

o Heritage research: local history, family history, archaeological dig and artefact wash, tour guide, 
costumed interpreters, oral history collection 

 
Currently it isn’t considered that there are opportunities to train with other organisations, so to increase 
this may help volunteers stay engaged for longer and increase how much they volunteer. There appears 
to be an appetite amongst organisations which use volunteers to share training opportunities and learn 
from similar organisations. These could be managed in several ways, for example: 

o co-ordinating training opportunities across the partnership 
o social visits between organisations to share best practice 
o exchanges and ‘skills swaps’ between volunteers at different organisations 
o joint inductions for volunteers on Nenescape projects 
o joint celebratory events for volunteers and rewards for hours contributed 
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4.3 What are the opportunities for increasing the offer of volunteering opportunities in 
conservation, research and engaging people with the landscape and its heritage? 
 

The opportunities for increasing the volunteering opportunities across the Nenescape partnership are 
detailed in the ‘Ice Age to Digital Age’ project plan and in partner project plans in the ‘Volunteering’ 
section. 
 
 

4.4 What impact does volunteering have on the people who do it? 
 

Each person who donates their time to benefitting people or the environment has different reasons for 

doing so, which can loosely be placed into three main areas:  

o Personal – giving something back, making a difference, feeling valued, taking time out 

o Professional – enhancing the CV, learning new skills, gaining experience, gaining accreditation 

o Social and health – meeting new people, socialising, understanding local area, staying active 

Each type of volunteering role promoted by the Nenescape project will meet these reasons in differing 

amounts for different people. Currently, there are heritage and natural conservation organisations in the 

local area which work with volunteers with inspiring stories: 

Delapre Abbey Conservation Trust: “…many volunteers who feel a connection – either having volunteered 

over several years, or who have a personal link. One of our volunteers had an aunt who was the 

housekeeper to Miss Bouverie (the last person to live at and own the property). The volunteer therefore 

feels connected to her and loves the “peace and tranquillity” of the surrounding parkland.” 

Angling Trust: “A former Royal marine Commando suffering with PTSD joined three years or so ago and 

successfully passed training last year; then got a full time officer job, which he describes as his 'dream 

job'… only possible because of volunteering helping him focus and turn his life around.” 

Buglife: “Around 60% of our volunteers have gone on to secure work in the conservation sector” 

Rockingham Forest Trust: “Our longest standing volunteer is now 70 and has been with us for 24 years! 

Many have been with us for nearly ten years” 

Figure 14 A volunteer-led walking tour at Chester Farm 
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4.5 Summary 
 

Volunteers in heritage and environmental organisations in the Nenescape area are a much less culturally 

diverse community than the national average for volunteering. Half of volunteers are at or close to 

retirement age and the overwhelming majority class themselves as ‘white and British’. This provides 

Nenescape with a clear focus to diversify the volunteering team in the heritage and environmental sector 

in the area and engage people from other ethnicities and get younger people more involved. 

Most of the organisations surveyed are in need of more volunteers and several cannot meet the training 

needs of their team within their organisation, leading to the conclusion that Nenescape can support them 

through widening the reach of promoted opportunities, shared training and volunteer exchange options. 
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5 Partnership, tourism and local economy 
 

5.1 What are the opportunities to improve partnership working across the landscape? 
 

There are several partnerships/signposting projects working in the Nenescape area with relevant 
objectives, including: 

o Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area 
o Nene Valley Catchment Partnership 
o Northamptonshire Local Nature 

Partnership 
o Natural Cambridgeshire – 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Local 
Nature Partnership 

o Peterborough Local Nature Partnership 

o Catchment Sensitive Farming 
Partnership 

o Destination Nene Valley 
o South East Midlands Local Enterprise 

Partnership 
o Northamptonshire Heritage Gateway 

Board 
o Northamptonshire Heritage Forum 

 
The Landscape Partnership Scheme is either currently working with or has made contact with each of the 
above bodies and will seek to continue and develop these relationships as the project progresses. The 
sharing of aims and objectives helps to avoid duplicating efforts between organisations and spreads each 
partnership’s reach to new stakeholders. 
 
 

5.2 What are the opportunities to support local communities and the rural economy 

through further development of tourism facilities, marketing and other initiatives? 
 

Tourism across the area is led by East Northamptonshire Council, with the Destination Nene Valley (DNV) 
project. It is a partnership project which aims to build on existing frameworks to better position and 
promote the Nene Valley. The project will demonstrate the Nene Valley’s wildlife and heritage to a mixture 
of local, national and international audiences, connect places with a green corridor for walking and cycling 
and support the tourism economy. 

Destination Nene Valley will: 
o Guide strategic development to support green infrastructure 
o Develop a brand that communicates the Nene Valley’s unique identity to visitors 
o Work with partners to strengthen the valley’s tourism assets and increase people’s enjoyment of 

these 
o Support new and existing tourism businesses locating in the Nene Valley 
o Identify opportunities to improve social, economic and environmental wellbeing 
o Work with partners to develop and promote sustainable tourism principles in all activity 
o Attract funding resources and partners to assist in the implementation of the strategy 

Four priority strands have been identified which includes the following: 
o Creating an enterprising approach to the rural economy 
o Improve access to the Nene Valley by identifying and developing solutions to existing barriers 
o Attract visitors and spend from local, national and international audiences 
o Encourage local communities to lead healthier outdoor lifestyles and promote green transport. 

Some of the key activities within the DNV action plan include the development of a Nene Valley Festival, 
which aims to lengthen the tourism season by creating a year round tourism offer and supporting local 
businesses and communities through the development of events and activities, along with the 
development of a festival marketing toolkit. Events and festivals provide numerous benefits for a 
community and tourism region including increased visitation and expenditure, reduced seasonality, repeat 
visitation, heightened regional awareness and word of mouth recommendation. They can also provide the 
stimulus for additional infrastructure development in the local area and building community pride. 
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Work taking place alongside the Landscape Partnership Scheme is the development of a sense of place 
toolkit. The toolkit aims to give businesses a greater understanding of the special qualities that make up 
the areas special character, from its spectacular landscape and views, rich nature, deep heritage and 
varied traditions. The toolkit gives businesses the tools to talk about and illustrate the special qualities of 
the Nene Valley within their own visitor communications. It includes, graphics, photography, themes, text 
and template documents for use in a range of promotional materials.  

The development of a Nene Valley app will support local businesses by promoting local products and 
services, as it allows companies to give visitors what they want at the exact time they need it. By using 
tourism apps, visitors can discover places of interest; explore parks and gardens and visit museums, and 
restaurants, all by simply using their phone or tablet. By providing information on an app about your region 
and all the things it has to offer, you are not only giving it more visibility and helping increase the number 
of visitors by exposing it to a potential audience of millions, but also presenting it to the world as a 
dynamic and modern region that meets consumers’ needs. 

 

5.3 Summary 
 

There are several working partnerships already operating in the area with whom Nenescape is working or 
developing a relationship, ranging through tourism, nature and heritage. There are developing tourism 
promotions and mechanisms for businesses, the public and other organisations to better market the area 
to local and national visitors, including the Nene Valley Festival, a sense of place toolkit and digital 
engagement opportunities. Destination Nene Valley will be a crucial conduit of messages to the public and 
local businesses once the zonation strategy is in development. 

 

 

 

Figure 15 The Nene Valley Festival 2016 launch event 
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6 Recommendations 
 
The recommendations below will be fed into individual project plans and the communication strategy. 
They should form a baseline for evaluating audience development and community engagement work 
across the whole project, and be used in conjunction with findings from other studies, including the 
Footprint Ecology survey, waterspace study and further community consultation works to inform future 
strategies. 
 

 With rapidly expanding populations in towns in and along the Nenescape boundary, there are more 

disconnected communities, which are often disadvantaged by language barriers and social isolation. 

Children in the area are developing less well than average and many people in these groups are least 

engaged, so should provide an area of focus for community engagement work. 

 Increasing ‘on the ground’ promotion of heritage sites, using a joined up approach across a wide range 

of partners and drawing on community members’ knowledge and memories will give a consistent 

message to the public. Nenescape will provide the forum for organisations to come together in 

partnership. 

 Whilst ensuring that the peaceful and unspoilt nature of the river is maintained, increase appropriate 

access and the promotion of access in locations which can withstand it and manage carefully in 

locations which are more sensitive. Research and consultations should be carried out to map various 

activities in zones across area and embed the resulting zonation plan in strategies, planning work and 

communications across the whole area. 

 There is a good opportunity to increase the diversity of volunteers of the heritage and environmental 

organisations across the area and to support organisations in recruiting and training volunteers. 

 The increasing focus on tourism in the Nene Valley is developing mechanisms for organisations in the 

area to promote themselves and the wider offer and Destination Nene Valley’s joined-up approach will 

develop local communities’ sense of place, connection to the landscape and the local economy. 

As the delivery phase of the Landscape Partnership progresses, further research should be carried out to 
deepen understanding of particular locations and their associated challenges, including social wellbeing, 
effects of visitor access on natural sites and partnership working across organisations. 
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Appendix 6 Peterborough bus routes map 
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